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TENTATIVE COLOR STANDARD FOR CANNED TOMATOES 

The Food and Drug Administration has amplified the para- 
graph relating to the meaning of the term “normally colored” 
in the standards for canned tomatoes as announced in the In- 
formation Letter for March 14. The paragraph relating to color 
now reads: 

“The fruit shall be considered normally colored when a 
sample, at least one inch deep, of the homogeneous pulped and 
strained material remaining on the 2-mesh sieve described be- 
low, shows a red color containing at least 60.8 per cent red and 
not more than 36.0 per cent green, in terms of the three primary 
color distribution curves of the Optical Society of America, re- 
ferred to Abbott-Priest standard white light.” 

In explanation of the percentages given in the above para- 
graph, the following statement is made: 

“These percentages do not, of course, refer to the propor- 
tion of ‘red’ to ‘green’ tomatoes in the container. They are 
rather the precise physical terms necessary to define color ac- 
curately in a legal standard. The minimum color value may be 
closely approximated by certain commercial color measuring de- 
vices. For example, it is, for practical purposes, equal to the 
following combination of Munsell color discs: 


5R 2.6/13 (glossy finish)............... 34% 
2.5YR 5/12 (glossy finish)............. 26% 


“Single color cards giving this value may be obtained from 
the manufacturer. At the Washington hearing actual samples 
of canned tomatoes having a color rather closely approximating 
the minimum will be on exhibition.” 

Necessarily the terms as used in the standard formulated 
by the Food and Drug Administration are technical in character, 
and to give the members of the Association an illustration of the 
color for which the standard provides there has been obtained 
through the Munsell Color Company a color card, which is en- 
closed with this issue of the Information Letter, and which 
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shows approximately the color established by this standard. 
This printed card is not in permanent colors and in time will 
fade. 

It should be noted that the color sheet enclosed is to be 
compared not with the tomatoes as they appear in the can but 
with the pulped and strained material remaining from the 
canned tomatoes after draining for two minutes on a sieve hav- 
ing two meshes to the inch. 

When the standard for color is definitely decided upon by 
the Food and Drug Administration it will be possible for canners 
to obtain cards in permanent color from the manufacturer. 

Hearings on the tentative standards for tomatoes, apricots 
and cherries will be held in Washington on April 13 and in San 
Francisco on April 14. 


DATE SET FOR DRIED BEAN TARIFF HEARING 
The hearing, under the flexible provisions of the Tariff Act, 
on the cost of production of dried beans, has been set by the 
U. 8. Tariff Commission for May 5 at 10 o'clock, at the office of 
the Commission in Washington. 


INTENDED ACREAGE OF SWEET CORN FOR CANNING 

If canners of sweet corn carry out their acreage intentions 
as reported to the United States Department of Agriculture on 
March 15, the planted acreage for the 1931 season will be 2.4 
per cent less than the harvested acreage in 1930, and nearly 11 
per cent below the planted acreage last season. Abandonment 
of planted acreage during the 1930 season was heavier than 
usual, due to the effects of drouth and high temperatures, par- 
ticularly in such areas as Maryland, Pennsylvania and Ohio. 

The indicated acreage for 1931 based upon reports from 
220 firms representing 75 per cent of the 1930 harvested acre- 
age, is 365,690 acres compared with 374,760 harvested in 1930, 
and with a five-year average of 318,270 acres for the period 
1925-1929. Jn arriving at the total acreage intended by all can- 
ners, the remaining 25 per cent of the acreage is assumed to be 
approximately in line with the acreage represented by those firms 
reporting their intended acreage. 

This report is not an estimate of the acreage which will 
finally be planted. It is, rather, an estimate of acreage which 
would probably materialize if canners plant the acreage they had 
in mind to grow or contract on March 15. The acreage actually 
planted may differ from present indications, depending upon 
climatic and economic factors, and upon the possible effect of 
this report upon canners’ plans. 
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The following table compares the intended 1931 acreage 
with the harvested acreage in earlier years: 


In- 
tended 
1925 1926 1927 1928 1920 1930 1981 

State Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres 
Maine 15,080 14,650 8.260 10,770 14,850 18,200 10,300 
New Hampshire. 1,470 1,050 780 1,110 1,320 1,050 800 
Vermont . 2,620 2,200 1,870 1,040 2,370 2,100 1,580 
New York . 81,3850 27,420 20,200 27,000 24,600 24000 21,360 
Pennsylvania . 6,850 4,840 2,800 4.140 6,000 5,000 5,500 
Ohio 34,520 26.380 18,730 27,910 31,000 32,500 30,550 
Indiana ..... 86,990 30,380 17,010 27,390 38,500 438,500 38,720 
Illinois 70,050 58.280 40,650 58,300 64,000 72,000 72,000 
Michigan 13,680 =11,080 9,400 8,930 6,400 7,300 *10,220 
Wisconsin 17,740 10,410 14,780 11,600 18,000 138,200 
Minnesota 30,540 24450 26,420 33,000 45,800 54,000 560,300 
lowa 70,720 «50480 «26.750 «39.860 «650,000 56,000 53,900 
Nebraska S880 6,970 4,000 5,470 5,740 7,000 7,000 
Delaware ; 5,000 8,000 3,500 4,060 38,900 3,680 3,300 
Maryland 42,820 33.850 27,500 35,500 44,000 34,000 39,730 
Tennessee 3,100 8,400 3,400 3,400 
Other Statest 4,500 4.840 4,380 2,700 8,830 4,080 8,830 
U. Total 303.910 317.310 223.350 405.000 357,310 374,760 365,600 


* Returns not satisfactory because several large firms not reported, 
+Other States include: Colorado, Idaho, Kentucky, Missouri, Montana, 
Oregon, South Dakota, Washington and Wyoming. 


FORECAST OF FREIGHT MOVEMENT 


Shippers of the country, through estimates just submitted 
to the Shippers’ Regional Advisory Boards of the American 
Railway Association, anticipate that carload shipments of the 
29 principal commodities in the second quarter of 1931 (April, 
May, June) will be approximately 7,029,231 cars, a reduction of 
430,805 cars, or 5.8 per cent, below the corresponding period 
of 1930. 

Shipments of canned food products, including catsup, jams, 
jellies, olives, pickles, preserves, etc., during the quarter are 
estimated at 39,499 cars, as compared with actual shipments of 
39,666 cars during the second quarter of 1930, a decrease of four- 
tenths of 1 per cent. 


INTENDED ACREAGE OF SNAP BEANS FOR CANNING 


According to reports from 256 firms representing 62 per 
cent of last year’s harvested acreage of snap beans for canning, 
the acreage intended for the 1931 season is 20 per cent below 
the acreage harvested in 1930. The acreage indicated by these 
reports is 60,380 acres compared with 75,200 acres harvested 
in 1980, and with a five-year average of 38,800 acres for the 
period 1925-1929. In arriving at the total acreage intended by 
all canners, the remaining 38 per cent of the acreage is assumed 
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to be approximately in line with the acreage represented by those 
firms reporting their intended acreage. 

This report is not an estimate of the acreage that will 
finally be planted. It is, rather, an estimate of acreage which 
would probably materialize if canners carry out their indicated 
intentions of March 15. The acreage actually planted may differ 
from present indications, depending on weather conditions, eco- 
nomic factors and the possible effect of this report upon canners’ 
plans. 

The following table gives the intended acreage for 1931 as 
compared with the harvested acreage in earlier years: 


In- 

19380 tended 

1925 1026 1927 102s 1920 (Revived) 1081 

State Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres 
Maine . 1,210 Gon 970 1,300 1,300 
New York 6370 5,220 5,580 6,840 «11,270 7,500 
Pennsylvania ... 1,820 1,010 SOO 1,100 2,720 4,450 
Indiana 1,300 1,800 3,500 3,710 3,520 
Michigan . 8,000 2,400 2,400 2,050 5,300 5,000 5.000 
Wisconsin 4,000 3,460 3,910 4,600 7,400 9,000 8,100 
Delaware 1,150 SOO 400 670 2,200 2,300 2,000 
Maryland .. 5,200 3,310 3,300 4,360 8,400 9,740 7,700 
South Carolina... 1,160 700 700 700 S70 1,200 wo 
Tennessee 1,150 1,080 1,250 1,220 2,000 2,450 2,080 
Mississippi 1,670 1,550 1,780 1,090 1,860 2,640 1,720 
Arkansas . 1,020 630 SSO) 1,700 2,240 3,000 3,000 
Louisiana . 720 1440 3,040 2,530 4,810 1,680 
Colorado 1,800 700 p00 1,000 2,300 2,100 1,680 
Utah 450 610 SSO 1,020 1,280 1,280 260 
Washington +“ 370 820 40 40 
Oregon . 1,200 1,250 uno 650 930 800 480 
California .. 700 700 450 470 960 770 O40 
Other States* 2,430 1,350 1,540 3,010 5,550 8,450 6,920 
U. 8. Total 36,310 27,550 28,920 39,270 61,060 75,200 60,380 


* Other States include Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Lowa, Kansas, Ken- 
tucky, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
Texas, Vermont, Virginia and Wyoming. 


TESTS SHOW LOW GERMINATION IN PEAS 

The New York State Agricultural Experiment Station at 
Geneva, under date of March 28, issued the following statement 
on pea seed germination tests: 

“One of the most perplexing problems now confronting the 
canners and growers of peas for canning and the seed growers 
is the supply of pea seed of adequate germination, says M. T. 
Munn, seed analyst at the State Experiment Station at Geneva. 
As the planting season approaches and tests for germination are 
being completed in the Station seed laboratory, it is found that 
many lots of peas are very low in germination, with some as low 
as 55 per cent. Tests of 75 to 80 per cent are very frequent, and 
the number of lots which go above the usual standard of 90 per 
cent is not very large. 
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“It has been found that certain varieties, notably Perfection 
and Green Admiral which matured during a very dry period 
that prevailed in the seed-growing districts last August, are very 
materially reduced in vitality. That is to say, a certain percent- 
age of stock has been greatly weakened. 

“When peas are placed to germinate all of the seeds which 
are strong and normal in every way give prompt vigorous seed- 
lings, while on the other hand, those seeds which have been in- 
jured by being prematurely ripened due to the dry weather show 
very weak sprouts, some of which are barely able to emerge 
from the seed coat. This condition has given canners much con- 
cern and has brought much locally grown pea seed into consid- 
eration as a possible substitute. This local seed should prove 
acceptable providing it is free from disease. 

“It is plainly evident that many well-bred strains of peas, 
even though they have low germination, will need to be used. 
In other years many planters have consistently held to a germi- 
nation of 90 per cent before the stock was considered acceptable 
for seed, but this year it would seem necessary that pea seed 
germinating as low as 85, 80, or even 75 per cent, possibly lower 
with some select strains, would need to be used and planted at a 
heavier rate. As the season advances, it would seem that all 
seed growers in the large growing regions were affected in about 
the same manner and extent.” 


TRUCK CROP MARKETS 


Another cold wave was reported in the Middle West during 
the week ended March 28, but southern truck crops appear to 
have escaped any material damage, according to the U. S. Market 
News Service. Total shipments of 28 fruits and vegetables, how- 
ever, decreased slightly to 18,670 cars, but were still 2,800 cars 
heavier than during the same period in 1930. 

Asparagus shipments from California increased greatly to 
535 cars last week. Florida originated 125 cars of snap beans 
and Texas 13 cars. Movement of new-crop carrots increased to 
820 cars, of which California was credited with 250 and Texas 
with 70 cars. Cauliflower shipments from California decreased 
to 250 cars and those from Oregon to 30 cars. Texas spinach 
movement increased to 410 cars and Virginia originated 60. Im- 
perial Valley forwarded only 50 cars of peas, but central Califor- 
nia increased to 85 and Florida shipped a dozen cars. Total out- 
put was 50 per cent heavier than a year ago. Mixed-vegetable 
shipments were very active in Texas, California and Florida. 
Orange movement increased further to 2,810 cars for the week, 
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or 60 per cent more than last spring. Southern California orange 
output totaled 1,685 and Florida 1,125 cars. Grapefruit ship- 
ments from Florida decreased slightly to 920 cars, compared 
with 525 a year ago. Imports of grapefruit from Porto Rico in- 
creased to 33 carloads, while Cuba shipped seven. Florida orig- 
inated 355 cars of mixed citrus and California 60 carloads. 


Florida strawberry shipments increased greatly to 270 cars 
and were four times heavier than a year ago. Louisiana started 
21 cars to market and will rapidly increase. The season has 
been delayed. 

Exceptionally heavy shipments of lettuce, averaging about 
200 cars daily, came from Arizona. Movement was double that 
of the preceding week. Imperial Valley of California was down 
to 110 cars for the seven-day period, while central California 
originated 25. Florida output was about 55 cars. Total from all 
shipping states reached 1,500 cars. 

New southern cabbage was still moving in liberal volume. 
The shipping season opened in Mississippi. Texas forwardings 
increased last week to 685 cars and Florida to 305 cars. Only 
100 cars of Danish-type moved from western New York. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


March March Marck Totalthis Total last Total 
22-28 15-21 23-20 season thru season thru last 


Commodity 1931 1931 1930 March 28 March29 season 

Apples, total 1,12% 1,331 1,250 108,077 96,211 102,801 

Sastern states 201 414 478 41,724 49,003 51,430 

Weatern states S34 917 772 61,353 47,118 51,362 
Asparagus 536 370 430 1,168 706 2,789 
Beans, snap: 

Domestic 137 112 90 2,477 2,756 9,557 

Imports 7 7 5 4d 28 31 
Cabbage : 

1931 season 1,006 047 507 8,745 6,271 38,013 

1930 season 100 118 3 38,013 44,101 44,201 
Carrots: 

1931 season 821 258 345 5,083 5,414 11,880 

1930 season 11,880 11,880 12,149 
Cauliflower 280 460 511 8,704 8,452 9,535 
Pears | 63 ih 28,474 20,800 21,147 
Peas, green: 

Domestic 146 162 100 1,617 903 6,800 

Imports 6 5 5 1,843 2,115 2,118 
Peppers: 

Domestic 77 1,220 524 2,704 

Imports ; 10 11 22 262 365 477 
Spinach 476 417 B03 7,304 7,158 9,638 
Strawberries 208 208 100 1,333 1,548 10,664 
Tomatoes: 

Domestic 138 131 460 1,862 2,159 33,491 

Imports 447 310 741 4,071 5,000 7, 
Vegetables, mixed: 

Domestic . 926 840 9,507 8,763 31,0386 

Imports 11 15 21 211 260 359 
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BUSINESS CONDITIONS 


Weekly business indicators available to the Department of 
Commerce for the week ending March 28 show that bank debits 
outside New York City decreased from the preceding week and 
were materially lower than the same week in 1930. Total loans 
and discounts of Federal reserve member banks showed a frac- 
tional decline from the previous week and were considerably 
lower than the corresponding week a year ago. 

Interest rates on call money remained the same as for the 
week previous, and were materially under the 1930 level. Time 
money rates continued the decline witnessed during the week 
previous, and were far below the rates prevalent during the cor- 
responding week last year. 

The number of business failures, as reported by R. G. Dun 
& Company, increased materially over the previous week, and 
were considerably over the level of a year ago. 

Wholesale prices, as measured by Fisher’s composite index 
of 120 leading commodities declined during the week after three 
weeks at the same level, reaching the lowest point so far this 
year. Prices of agricultural products declined fractionally from 
the week previous, and prices of non-agricultural products also 
declined after an upward trend extending over several weeks. 


Car Loapinos 
Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L.C.L Other 
Week ended March 21 741,942 283,778 222,227 235,987 
Preceding week... .. 734,262 267,804 220,325 246,048 
Corresponding week, 1930 875,385 360,080 251,445 263,860 
Corresponding week, 1920 962,400 401,840 203,415 207,145 


FARM PRICES ADVANCE 


The general level of prices of agricultural commodities at 
local farm markets advanced 1 point from February 15 to March 
15 after an uninterrupted decline from September, 1930, to Feb- 
ruary, 1931. On March 15, the index of farm prices, at 91 per 
cent of the pre-war level, was still 35 points lower than a year 
earlier and at the lowest March level recorded during the period 
for which the index has been computed. 


SEEKS DISSOLUTION OF SUGAR INSTITUTE 


Dissolution of the Sugar Institute is sought in a petition 
under the Sherman Act filed March 30 in the U. S. District Court 
in New York City. The petition, which also seeks a permanent - 
injunction against fifty corporations, firms and individuals asso- 
ciated with the Institute, charges that during the last three years 
the defendants have maintained “a comprehensive scheme de- 
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signed to fix oppressive and uniform prices of refined cane sugar, 
which is manufactured from raw sugar obtained in Cuba, Porto 
Rico, Hawaii and the Philippines at abnormally low prices. 


APPEAL IN PACKERS’ CONSENT DECREE CASE ALLOWED 


An appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States by the 
Department of Justice was allowed by Justice Jennings Bailey 
of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia on March 30, 
from his decision granting partial modification of the packers’ 
consent decree. This step was taken following the recent an- 
nouncement of Solicitor General Thomas D. Thacher that the 
Government would seek review of the case by the highest court. 
A statement of the grounds of the appeal, showing jurisdiction 
in the Supreme Court of the United States, is the next step in 
the proceeding which will be taken. 


CANADIAN CANNERS FORM ASSOCIATION 


The Canned Foods Association of Canada, organized at a 
meeting held in Toronto in February, expects to hold its next 
general meeting in that city the early part of June, and at that 
time a committee appointed to study the subject of buying field 
produce on grade, with particular reference to tomatoes, is ex- 
pected to submit a report and recommendations. 

Following the organization meeting the Association ad- 
dressed a communication to the Canadian Premier urging the 
government at the forthcoming session of Parliament to estab- 
lish an adequate protective tariff against the importation of 
canned fruits and vegetables. 

Officers elected at the organization meeting were: President, 
Sam Nesbitt, Nesbitt Canning Company, Brighton, Ontario; First 
Vice-President, W. L. Innes, Canadian Canners, Ltd.; Second 
Vice-President, H. W. Stuart, Associated Quality Canners, Ltd.; 
Secretary-Treasurer, A. E. Kelsey, Editor, “Canadian Canner 
and Preserver,” Gardenvale, Quebec. 


WEATHER CONDITIONS 


Following sixteen weeks of almost continuously warm 
weather in the central-northern portions of the country, the 
week ended March 31 brought a reaction to extreme wintry con- 
ditions, according to the weekly report of the U. S. Weather 
Bureau. 

The outstanding feature of the week’s weather was the 
severe cold wave, with heavy snows extending to northwestern 
Texas, that overspread the Great Plains and Rocky Mountain 
states as far south as New Mexico and central Texas. While 
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abnormally low temperatures prevailed from the Mississippi 
Valley eastward, these areas fortunately escaped severe cold, 
and little or no damage occurred to growing vegetation, which is 
also true for west Gulf districts. 

Precipitation was substantial to heavy over nearly all sec- 
tions of the country east of the Rocky Mountains.’ The south 
Atlantic area had only light to moderate rainfall, while the Cen- 
tral-Northern states between the Lake region and Rocky Moun- 
tains were comparatively dry. Nearly all other sections had 
around one inch, or more, during the week. There were heavy 
rains also in north Pacific districts, but in the far Southwest the 
amounts were generally small. 

The cold weather was detrimental to truck rather generally, 
with growth retarded in southern portions of the country east of 
the Mississippi River and more or less general frost damage to 
the westward. Much vegetation was seriously damaged in Okla- 
homa and northwestern Texas, while extensive harm was noted 
in northern Louisiana and extreme western Arkansas. Hard 
freezes in eastern Washington damaged early fruits, but there 
was some benefit through retardation of development. Peaches, 
pears and cherries are blooming north to the lower Ohio Valley, 
with considerable injury noted in the Southwest, while the cen- 
tral and southern Rocky Mountain areas also had more or less 
damage. There was apparently no serious injury to fruit bloom 
east of the Mississippi River, with the reaction to cooler being 
beneficial in checking too rapid advance. Citrus fruits are gen- 
erally satisfactory ; some heating was necessary in California. 


FRUIT FLY INSPECTION DISCONTINUED 
Federal inspection in the areas of Florida formerly infested 
with the Mediterranean fruit fly was discontinued on March 31, 
according to an announcement by the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture. This ends the campaign against the fly, which was be- 
gun in April, 1929. 


REVIEW OF TRADE PRACTICE RULES COMPLETED 

The Federal Trade Commission has completed its review of 
the rules of business practice adopted by about eighty industries 
at trade practice conferences during the last five years. The 
rules for each industry will be announced separately in the near 
future after each industry has been given an opportunity to 
adopt the changes made by the Commission. It is stated that 
Group II rules, which relate to expressions of the trade, are being 
generally retained. Rules concerning practices regarded as un- 
fair methods, contrary to law, are placed in Group I. 
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STATISTICS ON ALASKA FISHERIES 
Part II of the “Statistical Review of the Alaska Salmon 
Fisheries” (Chignik to Resurrection Bay) has been issued as 
Bureau of Fisheries Document No. 1102. 


SCHOOLS FOR CANNERS’ FIELD MEN 


The series of schools for canners’ field men held during the 
winter came to a close last week with the school held at the Uni- 
versity of Maine. These schools were first organized several 
years ago through suggestions made by the Bureau of Raw 
Products Research of the National Canners Association. Their 
purpose is to acquaint canners and especially canners’ field men 
who work closely with growers, with current information on 
improved crop practices developed through agricultural research 
work in progress in the several states. 

The movement has gained ground steadily and during the 
winter of 1930-31 more schools were held than in any previous 
season. The series: just closed included the following: Univer- 
sity of Maryland, College Park, February 3 and 4; Purdue Uni- 
versity, Lafayette, Ind., February 10, 11 and 12; Iowa Agricul- 
tural College, Ames, February 18-20; Ohio State University, 
Columbus, Ohio, February 17 to 20; University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville, Ark., February 26 and 27; Cornell University and 
New York State Experiment Station, Geneva, N. Y., March 
2, 3 and 4; University of Maine, Orono, March 25 and 26. 


TRUCK CROP PROSPECTS 


LIMA BEANS.—It appears from intention-to-plant reports 
of growers that there will be a decrease of 40 per cent in the 
acreage of lima beans in the early group of states and a decrease 
of 10 per cent in the intermediate group below the 1930 acreage. 

SNAP BEANS.—The estimated acreage planted in the early 
group of states is 15 per cent below the record acreage harvested 
in 1980 but 19 per cent larger than the average acreage for the 
previous five years. A decrease of 16 per cent below the 1930 
harvested acreage is indicated in the intention-to-plant reports 
of growers in the second early group. Compared with the aver- 
age acreage of the preceding five years the intended acreage in 
this group is only slightly larger. The combined estimates of 
acreage, planted and intended, for the three groups of states 
reported to date is 3 per cent below the 1930 acreage and one- 
fourth greater than the 5-year average acreage. 

TOMATOES.—The acreage intended to be planted in the in- 
termediate group of states appears to be 4 per cent greater than 
the 1930 acreage and 17 per cent greater than the average acre- 
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age for the previous five years, 1925 to 1929. If intentions to 
plant are carried out in the second early and intermediate groups 
the acreage for the states reported to date in the fall, early, sec- 
ond early and intermediate groups, will be 1 per cent above the 
estimated 1930 acreage for these groups and 11 per cent above 
the 5-year average acreage. Three fourths of the total acreage 
estimated for shipment in the United States in 1930 was grown 
in these states. 


PHILIPPINE CANNED FISH MARKET 


The Philippine canned fish market during 1930 registered a 
decline in both quantity and value. Estimated imports of all 
types of canned fish amounted to 25,300,000 pounds valued at 
$1,400,000 as compared with 28,191,666 pounds valued at $1,- 
913,949 for the previous year, according to the American trade 
commissioner at Manila. Unsatisfactory economic conditions in 
practically all provincial districts caused curtailed movement of 
canned fish from such important distributing centers as Manila, 
Cebu, Iloilo and Zamboanga. 

Estimated imports of sardines, salmon and shellfish in 1930, 
compared with imports in earlier years, were as follows: 


Pounds Value 

Sardines : 

1930 (estimated) 18,700,000 $1,000,000 

1929 20,944,006 1,340,183 

1928 13,077,804 901,973 

1925-29 avernge 17,513,274 1 121,198 
Salmon: 

19380 (estimate) 1,100,000 100,000 

1929 698,068 14,055 

1928 2.563.061 247,563 

1925-29 (average) .... 6,188,651 454,062 
Shellfish : 

1920 (estimate) 588,000 45,500 

1920 483,220 68,667 

1928 196,712 48,247 

1925-29 (average) ........ 262,774 14,135 


denced by the fact that 4,850,000 pounds valued at $319,000 were 
imported during 1930 as compared with 6,064,800 pounds val- 
ued at $445,145 during 1929. 

The prospects for the Philippine canned fish market during 
the coming year are entirely dependent upon improvement in 
local economic conditions and upon sane competition among 
American shippers and Philippine import houses. 


PEACH EXPERIMENTS IN MICHIGAN 


Experiments to find’ varieties of clingstone peaches suited 
to Michigan were begun by the Agricultural Experiment Station 


Imports of other canned fish registered a decline, as evi- 
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at East Lansing about 1920, and the results are summarized in 
the February, 1931, number of the Quarterly Bulletin of that 
station, the closing paragraph of which states: 

“Sufficient evidence has been obtained to indicate that the 
clingstone varieties now being grown in California are not suited 
to Michigan conditions and that it is likely that the development 
of an important clingstone peach canning industry in Michigan 
must be based on the discovery of new varieties semeeed bred 
especially to meet Michigan conditions.” 


PUBLICATION ON CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURE 

“The 1931 Agricultural Outlook for California,” a contribu- 
tion from the Giannini Foundation of Agricultural Economics, 
has been issued recently as Circular No. 52 of the California 
Agricultural Extension Service. This report of about 60 pages 
presents a summary of available data bearing upon the future 
economic conditions of each of the important farm crops in the 
state, including canning crops. 


DOES THE INFORMATION LETTER ARRIVE PROMPTLY? 


The Association desires to check up with the Post Office 
Department any delays in the delivery of the weekly In- 
formation Letter. The Letter is mailed at Washington on 
Saturday afternoon of each week. Members are requested 
to report to the Association any failure of the Letter to 
arrive within a reasonable time, stating the date on which 
the Letter was received. 
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